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THOSE WHO CARE ABOUT THE PRESERVATION OF CALIFORNIA’S UNIQUE CULTURE,
CULTURAL LANDSCAPES AND HISTORY, UNDER A GRANT FROM THE NATIONAL TRUST FOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND SAVE OUR HERITAGE ORGANISATION.
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About the National Trust for Historic Preservation

The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a private, nonprofit membership
organization dedicated to saving historic places and revitalizing America's communities.
Recipient of the National Humanities Medal, the Trust was founded in 1949 and provides
leadership, education, advocacy, and resources to protect the irreplaceable places that tell
America’s story. Staff at the Washington, D.C., headquarters, six regional offices and 28
historic sites work with the Trust’s 270,000 members and thousands of preservation groups
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The National Trust Western Office, located in San Francisco, provides services to
eight Western states. The Western Office is committed to the preservation of the
diverse cultural landscapes of the West, and encourages efforts to integrate the
protection of natural and cultural resources.

About Save Our Heritage Organisation (SOHO)

Since 1969, Save Our Heritage Organisation (SOHO), a nonprofit organization, has been a
powerful catalyst for preservation for our nation’s heritage by raising awareness and
appreciation of the architectural and cultural heritage of the San Diego region. Through
education, advocacy, and stewardship, our mission is to preserve, promote and support
preservation of the historical links and landmarks that contribute to the community
identity, depth and character of our region.

SOHO is the only regional resource in San Diego County for owners of historic homes; it
answers thousands of inquiries from the public each year. Educating the public is a large
part of SOHO’s mission and its success. SOHO holds annual preservation events,
including the Craftsman and Spanish Revival Weekend and Modernism Weekend. These
are comprehensive and cultural events that include programs such as lectures, workshops,
architectural tours, art and artifact exhibitions and free resources and references. The
events showcase the diverse range of architecture, history and culture of San Diego County.
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Executive Summary

There is no Endangered Species Act for cultural resources. Current laws place an emphasis
on preserving the natural environment with little or no consideration of the cultural
resources present. If cultural resources are considered, often it is with the perspective that
they should be excavated, not preserved as part of the environment. With this narrow
focus, an opportunity is lost to add value to a conservation project by not including
preservation of cultural resources along with the preservation of habitat and open space.

Because the laws to protect cultural resources are insufficient, additional protections are
warranted. Land trusts are uniquely positioned to add these protections. In doing so, they
may also strengthen the protection of the natural resources in their project.

The purpose of this document (aka, the Toolbox) is to help those working to protect
natural resources to also protect cultural resources. This Toolbox will give land trusts an
understanding of the issues and actions that can be brought into play to protect cultural
resources; tools that might also help them preserve natural resources.

Preservation actions can vary from registering your project’s cultural sites with an historic
register, working closely with local tribes, or including protective language in your
conveyance documents. Such language can also be crafted to provide additional protection
for the natural resources in your project.

The goal of this Toolbox is to de-mystify
cultural preservation and give land trusts
the confidence to understand the issues
and the tools necessary to put pressure in
the appropriate places to provide long term
natural and cultural resource protection for
their projects. In doing so, land trusts will
be playing a critical role to strengthen the
protection of California’s heritage.

This Toolbox is designed to be a living
document. The authors and sponsors
encourage land trusts to submit additional
case studies and conservation tools that can
in turn be used by others to protect
California’s unique heritage.

A ROCK OR A TOOL? THIS MANO WAS USED FOR HUSKING AND
GRINDING SMALL, HARD SEEDS, LIKE SAGE, OR SOFT SEEDS OR
FRUITS LIKE MANZANITA BERRIES.
PHOTO: CCRPA
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1. INTRODUCTION

The rate of destruction of California’s heritage is alarming. Sampson and Hector (2006:
235) estimated that over 45,000 California archaeological sites have been lost since 1973,
with the rate increasing each year as lands suitable for ancient cultures become converted
to the uses of modern culture. This troubling statistic does not bode well for our nation’s
sense of its history; a community that has lost its past is as tragic as a person who has lost
their memory. How do we make sure that our past is preserved?

First of all, it is important to define what California’s heritage consists of. The term
“cultural resources” is used by professionals in the environmental field and by federal and
state agency staff to capture the universe of human activities: prehistoric archaeological
sites, historic archaeological sites, historic buildings and structures, traditional places, and
sacred lands.

Prehistoric archaeological sites

These areas are the living places of people before contact with European cultures. The
oldest prehistoric sites in California have been dated to nearly 15,000 years ago. The point
of contact varies with location; in San Diego, it is interpreted as 1769, the founding of the
first Spanish mission. Prehistoric sites may include villages with soil deposits that have
evidence of human discard (midden) and flaked stone tools; quarries where the stone was
obtained and processed; bedrock milling areas where materials were processed for food or
other uses; temporary and seasonal camps; rock art and ceremonial locations; and other
evidence of prehistoric use.

Historic archaeological si tes

After the point of contact, western
civilization quickly started leaving its
material culture behind. Historic
archaeological sites can include refuse
dumps with ceramics, nails, lumber, and
glass; structure remains from adobes and
other buildings, old roads, lumber mills,
mines, prospects, trails, Civilian
Conservation Corps camps, railroad
construction camps, and many other
types.

THE LANDSCAPE WILL TELL A STORY ABOUTOUR PAST. THESE ROCK
SLICKS ARE EVIDENCE THATNATIVE PEOPLESEPARATEDLOCAL
GRASSES FOR USE AS FOOD.
PHOTO: RICHARD HERRMANN
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Historic buildings and structures

Standing structures such as ranch houses,
wells, fence lines and corrals, barns, root
cellars, cisterns, dams, and other above
ground features are included in this
category. Architectural resources such as
World War II military structures, houses
associated with historic persons or events,
and entire historic communities are also
included.

Traditional places

These are locations where traditional groups practice. Gathering places for plant materials
used in basketry, areas where medicinal plants are cultivated and harvested, locations for
obtaining obsidian and stone used in tools manufacturing, and other places are part of this
category. There may be no physical evidence of these activities.

Sacred lands

The term ’sacred land’ means any geophysical or geographical area or feature which is
sacred by virtue of its traditional cultural or religious significance or ceremonial use, or by
virtue of a ceremonial or cultural requirement, including a religious requirement that a
natural substance or product for use in Indian tribal or Native Hawaiian organization
ceremonies be gathered from that particular location.

Cultural Landscapes

Most land trusts are working to preserve large natural landscapes; what they may not know
is that these places are often also cultural landscapes.

Simply stated, a cultural landscape is the use of land by humans as viewed from a
geographical perspective. A 19th century farm or ranch is a cultural landscape: the ranch
house, the barn, the corrals and fences, the vegetable garden, the pasture, and the wagon
roads. Within the cultural landscape, artifacts may be preserved from this past use: the
wagons, the square-cut nails, the milk pails, and the blacksmith’s anvil. Together, the
artifacts and the features of the landscape combine to create a cultural landscape.

HISTORIC STRUCTURES ARE AN IMPORTANT PART OF
CALIFORNIA’S HERITAGE.
PHOTO: SAVEOUR HERITAGEORGANISATION
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A cultural landscape can be present from
the distant as well as the recent past.
Native Americans created cultural
landscapes with their use of the land.
When we look at a natural or open space
area today, particularly after the abundant
rains of the winter, we see lush wetlands,
oak groves, grasslands, and chaparral.
There may be little obvious sign of human
interference or impact on this natural
beauty. Yet this natural landscape has
been greatly influenced by the Indians
who lived on the land for thousands of
years. California's first people have described in detail how the land was managed for their
benefit: burning, selective weeding and planting, transplanting, and pruning were all
methods used to encourage the growth of plants useful to the Indians. An Indian village
was not a group of a dozen or so brush houses; a village, or rancheria as the Spanish called
it, was actually a large complex of residences, ceremonial and religious areas, resource
processing locations, stone quarries, and plant gathering groves. The rancheria consisted of
many acres of land, and included seasonal camps that may have been many miles away.

The Spanish term rancheria was used to describe the relatively sedentary populations of
Indian villages, where houses were arranged like a town. The Luiseño of Southern
California, referring to their rancherias, convey a sense of resource ownership; the word for
their settlements meant every place that they owned and used (White 1963:116). This indicates
that the native concept of a settlement went beyond town or residential boundaries and
into the lands that provided plant, animal, and mineral resources claimed and used by the
group.

A Cultural Landscape is like a Watershed

An analogy that might make sense to modern Americans is the idea of a watershed; instead
of thinking of a river as just the wet channel, a river is actually the entire drainage system,
including all of the upland areas where water runs off to join the main stream. For the
Indians, the rancheria lands included not only those lands where people lived, but
ceremonial areas where shamanistic and puberty rites were held, hunting lands, seasonal
gathering places far from the base camp, and managed patches of plants used for food and
basketmaking. Springs, landmark rocks and mountains, ponds and lakes, and other
natural areas were part of the rancheria.

It is very likely that the Indians of California practiced what Hildebrand and Hagstrum
(1995:105) have termed “casual horticulture.” This subsistence method includes burning,
selective weeding, pruning and cutting, and transplanting to enhance the production and
vigor of certain plant species. Anderson (2005) and Lewis (1973) documented many cases

PEOPLE ARE PARTOF THE LANDSCAPE; UNDER THIS MEADOW ONCE
STOODA VILLAGE.
PHOTO: RICHARD HERRMANN
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throughout California where native people seasonally managed patches and groves of
plants through burning. Although much effort is required for this strategy, the payoff is a
more reliable resource base. Larger, more sedentary populations may have been developed
based on the strategy.

Many of California’s undeveloped lands have archaeological site density and complexity, an
ideal state of preservation that make them unique opportunities to preserve an entire
cultural landscape with its constituent components. Instead of saving one site here or
there, conservation of the whole property will save the cultural landscape in its entire
complexity, including the major villages, milling areas, and seasonal camps. Intentional
preservation of all of the components of a settlement system at this level is rare in
archaeology, and will make preservation of an open space area a unique contribution. In
addition, the conservation project will provide a holistic presentation of the rich
complexity of native culture. Understanding and preserving cultural landscapes can help
enrich your natural resources project.

It is also important to consider historic landscapes. Two National Register bulletins
describe the potential importance of preserving our nation's history on a large scale:
Bulletin 18, How to Evaluate and Nominate Designed Historic Landscapes; and Bulletin
30, Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Rural Historic Landscapes. These are
available electronically at the National Park Service website at
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb18/.

Examples of conservation of historic landscapes may include a brick kiln and brickyard;
railroad tracks, trestles, and signals; a ranch with corrals, fences, barns, outbuildings, and
roads; a rural homestead and garden; groves of fruit trees; irrigation ditches and canals;
and battlefields. In some cases, it may be possible to preserve many elements of the past,
including town sites and land grants. Aerial photographs are particularly useful in
discovering historic landscape elements, and provide a clear picture of the relationships
among the various components.

All of these cultural resources co-exist with natural resources in the environment. They are
part of the environment; humans have been in California for at least 15,000 years, and
have affected and been effected by the environment. It is not possible to contemplate
preservation of land without understanding and including the human element in that
preservation. Using the tools in this Toolbox in your work will enhance the level of
protection for the cultural and natural resources in your project, and thus enhance the
natural and cultural value of California.

Anderson, M. Kat
2005 Tending the Wild: Native American Knowledge and the Management of

California’s Natural Resources. University of California Press.
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2. WHAT ARE THE ISSUES?

Cultural Resources do not have the same level of Protection as Natural Resources

Unfortunately, there is no Endangered Species Act for cultural resources. Current laws place
an emphasis on preserving the natural environment with little or no consideration of the
cultural resources present. If cultural resources are considered, often it is with the
perspective that they should be excavated, not preserved as part of the environment. With
this narrow focus, an opportunity is lost to add value to a conservation project by not
including preservation of cultural resources along with the preservation of habitat and open
space.

No Rest for the Dead

One of the most troubling aspects of continued land development is the excavation of
ancient (and not so ancient) burial grounds. Currently, Native American burial grounds
are not protected as cemeteries (although legislation has been written that would protect
burial grounds as other cemeteries). In southern California, recent years have seen the
removal of human burials that were in the way of development or, in one case, of habitat
restoration. It appears to be particularly difficult for non-federally recognized tribes (of
which there are many in California) to protect their burial grounds. Federally recognized
tribes, with reservations and agreements with the federal government, have additional
protections that non-federally recognized tribes do not.

The state does require Native American consultation if human remains are found. The
discovery of human remains requires contact with the local coroner, who then must
contact the Native American Heritage Commission for a list of Most Likely Descendants
(MLDs). The MLDs work with the local agency on an agreement for removal, reburial, or
repatriation to another location. The general pattern is to remove the burials, and proceed
with the project. Acquisition of known burial grounds as open space would protect these
sacred areas.

Preservation of Cultural Resources--in place--is a better Approach

Preservation of cultural resources in place will
preserve the opportunity to enhance our future
knowledge of our past. Archaeological excavation
has its place, but preservation in place saves the sites
and their context for future generations. Research
can be conducted on preserved sites, in addition to
studying rocks in boxes. Studying sites within their
natural and cultural setting provides a deeper
understanding of the cultures that left these places.
Where did these people hunt and fish? Which

THIS FENCE TELLS OF AN EARLIER TIME WHEN CATTLE
RANCHING WAS AN IMPORTANT PART OF CALIFORNIA’S
ECONOMY.
PHOTO: LAND CONSERVATION BROKERAGE, INC


